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1892-1895 power to order formal investigations of accidents. For the first time it
Age 39-42 required factories to be so constructed as to give the person employed
means of escape in case of fire. It restricted overtime. It brought
laundries and docks for the first time within the scope of the Factory
Acts—and it adapted the provisions of these Acts to the complicated
conditions of Tenement Factories. It required returns to be made of
outworkers, introduced for the first time the regulations which require
piece workers in the textile trades to be supplied with information as to
the particulars on which their wages are calculated and added to the
Factory Code a number of special provisions affecting particular industries.
The Bill was still being discussed by the Grand Committee on Trade
when on 21st June the vote on the alleged shortage of cordite led to
the fall of the Government and it was only by most skilful handling that
Mr. Asquith, now no longer Home Secretary, secured the passing of his
Bill through its remaining stages in the Commons. On 6th July, the last
day before the dissolution, it passed all stages in the House of Lords
and received the Royal Assent.
In all the work relating to Factories, Mr. Asquith received much help
from Mr, Herbert (afterwards Lord) Gladstone until he left the Home
Office in March 1895 to become First Commissioner of Works.
'Dangerous Trades Committees' were appointed by Mr. Asquith to
inquire into the conditions in (1) Chemical Works; (2J the industries of
the Potteries-OMna and Earthenware; (3) Quarries; (4) the use of
White Lead; (5) the Brass Trades and (6) the manufacture, filling and
use of Gas Cylinders. On the very eve of his leaving the Home Office,
he took steps with a view to the appointment of two further Committees,
one to inquire into the conditions in wool-sorting and the other to
investigate a large number of other dangerous trades,"

